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REPRESENTATION OF THE 
CULTURAL  AND LANDSCAPE
DESIGN IN THE CITY OF CAPUA.

ALESSANDRO   CIAMBRONE

Department of 
Architecture and 
Industrial Design

Seconda Università
di Napoli

The multi-disciplinary research on the critical study of repre-
sentation in cultural and landscape heritage of the Volturno 
River between the city of Capua and the sea, involved the 
students of the ‘Aesthetics of landscape’ course at the De-
partment of Architecture and Industrial Design, SUN within 
the academic year 2013-14. The research team analyzed the 
five urban settlements in the area of study: Capua, Santa 
Maria La Fossa, Grazzanise, Cancello and Arnone, as well 
as Castel Volturno. This paper focus on Capua. The Out-
standing Universal Value (OUV) of Capua emerges from the 
numerous historical, architectural and landscape testimonies 
of the city. Capua, in fact, may be included in the World Heri-
tage List on the basis, at least, of the first four (out of ten) 
World Heritage criteria: (i) to represent a masterpiece of hu-
man creative genius; (ii) to exhibit an important interchange 
of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area 
of the world, on developments in architecture or technology, 
monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design; (iii) to 
bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural 
tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has disap-
peared; (iv) to be an outstanding example of a type of build-
ing, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape 
which illustrates a significant stage in human history. Capua, 
through the ancient Roman roads – Appia and Casilina – was 
a fundamental pole of cultural and trade exchanges, in all 
the ages and until the XIX century. Ancient Capua (Santa 
Maria Capua Vetere - SMCV), after its destruction by the 
Saracens, was rebuilt in 856 A.D. on the site of the Casili-
num port. Many of the stones, engraved plates, decorative 
pottery, after the destruction of the ancient Capua (SMCV) 
were reborn in the walls of houses and public buildings of the 
new Capua. Another masterpiece of great importance is the 
Benedictine Basilica of Sant’Angelo in Formis, in the jurisdic-

Monache and the Duomo which transformed Capua, when 
necessary, into a un breech able river port. Only towards the 
end of the IX century did the old Casilinum become the new 
Lombard Capua and as such an autonomous country, its ur-
ban nodes can be seen in the area of the Duomo and the 
Palace, there are three fundamental roads, Via Roma, Via 
Gran Priorato di Malta and Corso Appia. The edified area 
was still rather scant and was alternated with vegetable gar-
dens in case of siege in order to guarantee autonomy and 
survival if the city fell under attack. A very thin layer of homes 
and courtyards began to emerge around the XII century with 
the formation of urban medieval life where the homes were 
built side by side on narrow lots, this typology of courtyards 
and gardens can still be seen today. In Capua as in the ruling 
capital a line of confinement was delimited for urban devel-
opment, here for military necessities which conditioned the 
development; the city in fact is of great interest in military 
architecture and fortifications because its development was 
one directional due to the necessity of building inside the old 
city walls for many centuries.  Today most of the war time 
works built and completed by the Borbone dynasty have re-
turned to cultivated fields or public works built on the area 
during the second postwar period. The specific architectural 
autonomy of Capua connected to the defensive nature of the 
city is still a fundamental aspect of measure regarding its ex-
pansion which for many centuries had been the first sign of 
urban grid.
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Hypothesis for a Man and Biosphere on the Volturno river, and Outstanding Universal 
Value of Capua. Design by: Gaetano Andreozzi, Chiara Coppola, Maura Coppola,
Noemi Giada Coppola, Ferdinando D’Addio, Fabrizio Di Renna, Paolo Moretta, 
Giovanna Nichilò, Federica Piscopo, Vincenzo Zampella

tion of Capua, outside the city walls. This is considered one 
of the most beautiful medieval monuments of Italy. It was built 
on the ruins of the ancient pagan temple dedicated to Diana 
Tifatina. The interior frescoes are an important testimony of 
the XI century painting of Byzantine matrix, and are charac-
terized by their beauty and uniqueness. The OUV of Capua 
is also highlighted by the number and quality of its works 
of art and historic buildings, from their state of authenticity 
and integrity. This heritage, according to the publication and 
research of G. Pane and A. Filangieri “Capua, architettura e 
arte: catalogo delle opere”, is divided into: 53 religious ar-
chitectures, 109 civil architectures, 29 military architectures, 
and 89 archeological assets. Capua is extraordinarily rich in 
churches, convents, and religious complexes, over a period 
that goes from Osco-Roman time. The churches were mostly 
built between the IX and XV centuries, although many of 
them have undergone a series of Baroque style renovations 
and restorations. All the historical buildings are a clear testi-
mony of the influences of various civilizations that met and 
integrated in Capua. Among these, the Museo Campano is  
the historical museum of ancient Campania as well as one of 
the most important in Italy; and the Governor’s Palace (City 
Hall) dating back to the XVI century. The city has a defense 
system consisting of the bastions on the south side, and by 
the loop of the river Volturno. These defined, over time, the 
present conformation of the old town and have established 
over the centuries its defense. Finally, the testimony of the 
Lombard domination is another aspect that makes Capua 
exceptional for its OUV (856-1052).  The city, in fact, is an 
extraordinary testimony of urban planning related to the late 
Lombard period. The surviving monuments consecrate the 
city as the true capital of the Lombards in Southern Italy.
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